
An Administrator in the  
Garden of Good and Evil 

or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying 
and Love Assessment 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’m Kevin Conlon from Columbus College of Art and Design.  As an administrator for several years, going to the “dark side” at SCAD in Savannah, I’ve appropriated the title of my presentation, “An Administrator in the Garden of Good and Evil, or How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love Assessment.”



love is a place 
 

love is a place 
& through this place of 

love move 
(with brightness of peace) 

all places 
 

yes is a world 
& in this world of 

yes live 
(skilfully curled) 

all worlds 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Appropriation too is found in the title of this conference from e.e. cummings’ poem, “Love is a Place.”  An interesting choice, don't you think?  “Love is a place and through this place of love move (with brightness of peace) all places.  Yes is a world and in this world of yes live skillfully curled all worlds.”



art is a place 
 

art is a place 
& through this place of 

art move 
(with brightness of peace) 

all places 
 

yes is a world 
& in this world of 

yes live 
(skilfully curled) 

all worlds 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Indulge me, while I replace the word "love" with "art" and read the poem as “Art is a Place" -  “Art is a place and through this place of art move (with brightness of peace) all places.  Yes is a world and in this world of yes live skillfully curled all worlds.”  Ah, perfect . . . reminds me of something . . . 



art is a place 

The Garden of Eden; Cole 1828, http://library.artstor.org  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yes, that’s it, welcome to the Garden of Eden where, through our creativity, open-mindedness and ideals, we find room for everything and love everyone.  The world is indeed a very beautiful place, so open, pluralistic and supportive . . . 

http://library.artstor.org/


art is a place 

Adapted from Adam and Eve; da Panicale, 1383 
http://library.artstor.org  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Of course it’s a fantasy - the artist and designer as the innocent ingénues’ frolicking without care! But wait . . . A serpent is in our midst!  And, look, in their hands, could it be that our innocents have partaken of the oh-so-sweet fruit of the Title IV apple?

http://library.artstor.org/


art is a place 

Adapted from Adam and Eve; da Panicale, 1383 
http://library.artstor.org  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yes, ‘tis the serpent of assessment and accreditation compliance!  And we have been tricked into taking the fruit of federal financial aid, and now we are ashamed!  We cover ourselves because we’re not be able to quantify the value of what we do as teachers of art and design!

http://library.artstor.org/


art is a place 
 

art is a place 
& through this place of 

art move 
(with brightness of peace) 

all places 
 

yes is a world 
& in this world of 

yes live 
(skilfully curled) 

all worlds 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But fret not, my fellow academic administrators, for our appropriated version of e.e. cummings continues to serve us very well . . . In fact, wait just a moment please while I make the necessary adjustments and my apologies in advance for bastardization of this fine literary work!



art is a place 
 

art is a place 
& through this place of 

art assess 
(with brightness of purpose) 

all places 
 

yes is a world 
& in this world of 

yes live 
(skilfully curated) 

all worlds 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’ll replace the word “move” with “assess”, “peace" with “purpose," and “curled” with “curated” -  Now “Art is a place and through this place of art assess, with brightness of purpose, all places.  Yes is a world and in this world of yes live, skillfully curated, all worlds.”  But let’s define asses, purpose and curated, shall we?



 
purpose (noun) 

 
1. the reason for which something is done 

2. an intended or desired result; end; aim; goal 
 

so what is our purpose? 

our purpose is critique 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Okay, so, what is our purpose?  Defined as the reason for which something is done, why do we assess?  What is our intended or desired result?  Do we do it for “the accreditors”, or can we think of the word assessment differently and equate it with critique?  Our purpose with assessment is to offer critique.



 
curate (verb) 

 
1. to organize 

2. to pull together 

and how do we curate? 

we help students curate portfolios 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And, so, how do we curate?  – defined as a method of organizing, but how?  Again, do we do it for “the accreditors,” or can we think of the word differently and equate it with organizing the students’ portfolios?  Yes, of course, therefore we’ll help students curate their portfolios.



 
assess (verb) 

 
to determine or set the value or amount of; appraise 

to judge the significance, worth, or quality of; evaluate  

and how do we assess? 

we develop the model for critique 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And last, how do we assess? Defined as a means of measuring the significance or quality of something, what is the model we’ll use to make those determinations?  Shall we do it the way “the accreditors” tell us to, or can we do it our own terms as artists and designers?  We should develop our own models.



so, maybe this doesn’t work anymore? 

CartoonStock Ltd., http://www.cartoonstock.com  2014 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But what model to choose?  Probably not this one.  Not only does this have some pretty serious FERPA implications but little Oogy appears here to be a little ahead of his time.  This model for “assessment,” at its best lacks context, and at its worst, it penalizes innovation – poor, poor Oogy!

http://www.cartoonstock.com/


maybe this is too simple? 

CarlBoyGenius, http://venndiagrams.tumblr.com 2014 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Maybe this is too simple?  As a fan of Venn diagrams, this one gets props for attempting to make fun of the extremes of our world, especially how others might view the mystery of what artists and designers do, but ultimately it’s just a stereotype – funny, but not able to act as a model for assessment.

http://venndiagrams.tumblr.com/


maybe this is too complicated? 

Bloom’s Taxonomy http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blooms_taxonomy       

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And maybe this is too complicated – I don’t know about you, but this makes my head hurt with all the layers of language, so intent on covering all disciplines as to render almost useless for assessing art and design; and every time I mention Bloom’s taxonomy my faculty members’ eyes glaze over.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blooms_taxonomy


Better, but still too technical 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is better, but it still uses technical jargon: cognitive, psycho-motor and affective. Maybe the answer is to adapt the domain names to something faculty are already familiar with.  So we talk about different names . . . Think, Do and Reflect.



Better, but still too technical 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is better, but it still uses technical jargon: cognitive, psycho-motor and affective. Maybe the answer is to adapt the domain names to something faculty are already familiar with.  So we talk about different names . . . Think, Do and Reflect.



and maybe we can integrate them? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And maybe we can integrate them, because we all know that none of these activities happen in isolation, or at least we hope they don’t.  Thinking doesn’t end when we begin to do, and reflection doesn’t wait until after an action is completed.  



and maybe we refine them? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In truth, all of these things happen simultaneously – here integrated and simplified certainly, but most importantly, this language talks to the faculty in a way that relates to the classroom, rather than words that are so broad as to be meaningless.



and maybe call them assessment? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Think, Do and Reflect are verbs that describe activities, and their associated words are adjectives that describe the qualities of the students engaged in those activities.  From there it’s just a short leap to the artifacts that are the portfolio pieces we’d want to curate and critique.



or maybe we’ll call them learning goals  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is quite literally assessment on our own terms.  We call them learning goals . . . CCAD students will demonstrate the ability to Think, by being creative and knowledgeable; Do, by being proficient and communicative; & Reflect, by being critical and engaged.  Thank you, and . . . .



welcome back to the garden 

The Garden of Eden; Cole 1828, http://library.artstor.org  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome back to the garden!

http://library.artstor.org/
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